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Introduction to Summer Assignments 

 

 

Grades 6-8 

 

 

The titles on the following pages have been selected as required summer assignments 

in the designated courses. The selections were made based on the curriculum for these 

courses. Some reading assignments present mature subject matter and have been so 

identified in the annotation. Parents are encouraged to read these selections along with 

their child or prior to their child's reading the book. Parents who have any questions or 

concerns about summer assignments should contact one of the administrators listed 

below. 

 

For reading assignments, students may choose to borrow the books at the public library 

or to purchase the books for themselves. If students are unable to locate the required 

books, they should call the principal who will assist them in acquiring them. 

 

When students return to school in September, they will be asked to participate in 

activities based on the summer reading. One of the most important goals of the summer 

assignment program is to engage students in activities that will prepare them for 

upcoming curriculum in the new school year. To this end, students should complete the 

assignments carefully and reflect on what they are doing so that they are well positioned 

to reap the most benefit from their educational program. 

 

 

Dr. Nancy A. Gigante, Assistant Superintendent/          ngigante@pthsd.k12.nj.us 

   Chief Academic Officer      973-263-7180 x7340 

 

Mrs. Vicky Santana , Coordinating Supervisor of            vsantana@pthsd.k12.nj.us 

    Social Studies/World Languages    973-263-7180 x7172 

 

Mrs. Jennifer Frantz, Coordinating  Supervisor of             jfrantz@pthsd.k12.nj.us 

   Language Arts/6-12 ESL     973-263-7180 x7194 

 

Ms. Cathy Jo Speidel, Coordinator of Science         cspeidel@pthsd.k12.nj.us 

   Instruction/Business/FCS/Ind. Arts    973-263-7180 x7247 

 

Mrs. Pamela Freund, Coordinator of Math/Art/ Music     pfreund@pthsd.k12.nj.us 

            973-263-7180 x7006 
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Grade 6 

 

Advanced Language Arts 6 

 

 

Giff, Patricia Reilly.  Pictures of Hollis Woods.  Random House, Dell Yearling, 2002. 

 ISBN# 0-385-32655-6  

 

This adolescent novel explores the life of a troubled twelve year-old girl, Hollis 

Woods, who is abandoned at birth. Hollis is placed in many foster homes over the 

years, and often engages in truant behavior. Throughout the text Hollis longs for 

a sense of belonging; she expresses her feelings, desires, and observations of the 

world through her drawings. During many instances in the novel, Hollis reflects 

on her past experiences with the Regans, a doting foster family that tries to adopt 

her during the pleasant stay she has with them. The book addresses subjects, 

such as abandonment, foster care, and aging in a sensitive manner. The summer 

reading and extension activities integrate exercises that develop students' 

understanding of the author's use of flashback, foreshadowing, and figurative 

language. 

 

 

 

REGULAR AND REPLACEMENT Language Arts 6 

 

Babbit, Natalie.  Tuck Everlasting. Square Fish, 2009. 

 ISBN# 978-0312369811 

 

This adolescent novel explores the life a family who drank from a fountain that 

gave them eternal life. When a young girl, Winnie, discovers their secret, she 

quickly discovers that living forever might not be as desirable as it seems. The 

summer reading and extension activities integrate exercises that develop 

students' understanding of the author's use of foreshadowing and figurative 

language. 
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Grade 7 

 

Advanced Language Arts 7 

 

 

Schlosser, Eric and Charles Wilson.  Chew on This: Everything You Don’t Want to 

Know About Fast Food.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2007. 

 ISBN #978-0618593941 

 

What is in those chicken nuggets? This book is filled with interesting stories about what 

is in your fast food and what it might be doing to your bodies. Exploring the ingredients, 

the authors argue that this food can not only be dangerous to young people, but certain 

companies target young people through advertising. Authors also speak to the 

impulsivity of eating fast food, and give suggestions on what you can do to make 

healthier choices. As the title indicates, this reading will surprise you, make you think, 

and hopefully inspire you to “chew” on this important American Controversy. 

 

REGULAR Language Arts 7 

 

 

Palacio, R.J.  Wonder.  Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2012. 

 ISBN #978-0375869020 

 

This novel will have you choosing kindness and liking it. August is a multi-faceted 

character, whom we can all relate to in some way. “Auggie” was born with a craniofacial 

deformity and despite his twenty-seven surgeries, still looks different from everyone 

else. His relationships with his family members, friends, and “enemies” are all explored 

through multiple narrators in this book. Home-Schooled for his entire elementary school 

life, Auggie enters a real school for the first time. This book shares the pain and joy of 

a young man in a unique situation. 

 

REPLACEMENT Language Arts 7 

 

Clements, Andrew.  Extra Credit. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 

2011. 

 ISBN #9781416949312 

 

 

Abby is a 6th grader who has learned that she has a strong possibility of staying back in 

6
th

 grade rather than being promoted to 7
th

 grade because of her attitude toward school 

work.  Abby has one chance to avoid this crisis and that is to complete an extra credit 

project.  Although, Abby agrees to work on the project, she comes to realize that the 

extra credit provides her with more than her opportunity to go to 7
th

 grade.  Abby learns 

how different it is to be a young person in a foreign country, which follows the strict 

guidelines of its culture.  Freedom is not the same, school is not the same, family life is 

not the same, yet they find they have things in common. Their relationship grows, but 

becomes a problem going across this cultural divide. Things become complex for both.  
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Grade 7 

 

Social Studies 

 

 

Introduction To American Studies – Advanced 

 

Central Middle School and Brooklawn Middle School 

 

Paulsen, Gary. Sarny.  Delacourt Press, 1997. 

ISBN# 0-385-32195-3 

 

Sarny tells the fictional story of the narrator's life, a woman who began her life as 

a slave and lived well into her 90's into the 20
th

 century. The story continues to 

follow the life of her character as introduced in the book Nightjohn, written by the 

same author. Her story begins with her life as a slave during the Civil War, and 

follows her experiences during Reconstruction and the Jim Crow era. It addresses 

the issues she had to face as she lived her life, married, raised her children, and 

struggled against prejudice and discrimination throughout her lifetime. This book 

helps students make the transition in the curriculum from the Reconstruction Era 

into the 20
th

 century as it includes topics such as the role of women in American 

society, Civil War and Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and civil rights. 
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Grade 8 

 

Language Arts Pre-Honors 8 

 

(Students will be required to read one of the following titles) 

 

Larson, Kirby. Hattie Big Sky. Delacorte Press, 2006. 

          ISBN# 978-0-440-23941-3 

 

Hattie Big Sky is the story of 16 year old Hattie Brooks. Orphaned at a young age, 

Hattie inherits a parcel of land in Montana from an uncle she has never met. 

Hattie’s adventures begin in the winter of 1917 as she boards a train to Montana. 

Characters include her friend Charlie, who is fighting in France in World War I and 

a circle of people she meets in her new home. The novel describes Hattie’s 

struggles as she learns what it takes to be a homesteader in the beautiful and 

daunting landscape of Montana. The novel supports the study of theme, plot, 

characterization, figurative language, and interdisciplinary connections with 

social studies. 

 

 

Crichton, Michael.  Jurassic Park.  Ballantine Books, 1991. 

 ISBN# 0-345-37077-5 

 

The novel deals with ethical issues related to bioengineering in a mature fashion. 

In this science fiction story, scientists discover a way to clone dinosaurs by 

extracting DNA from fossilized amber. A theme park is created where visitors can 

observe dinosaurs, but safety systems fail, dinosaurs escape from the enclosures, 

and the first visitors to the island are hunted down. Thematic connections are 

made with Mary Shelley's Frankenstein, which is part of the curriculum. 

 

 

Taylor, Mildred D.  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  Penguin Group, 1976. 

 ISBN# 0-140-38451-0 

 

This novel depicts a realistic presentation of an African American family and their 

struggles to hold onto their land and to endure southern racism during the 

Depression in rural Mississippi. The universal theme of pride and dignity, despite 

the cruelty of prejudice, is linked with other literature, particularly The Diary of 

Anne Frank and the Holocaust. The experience described by Taylor can also be 

compared to Richard Wright's Black Boy. In addition, many parallels can be drawn 

between the struggles of the protagonist in this novel and Out of the Dust, such 

as survival during the depression, overcoming pride, and the importance of family 

unity. 
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Grade 8 

 

Language Arts Pre-Honors 8 (continued) 

 
 

Twain, Mark.  The Adventures of Tom Sawyer.  Signet Classics, 1997. 

 ISBN# 1-593-08068-9 

 

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is Twain's classical tale of boyhood adventure. 

Lively, free-spirited characters and unforgettable incidents such as whitewashing 

a fence, swearing an oath in blood, getting lost in a cave, and heroically coming 

to the rescue of your one true love make this an endearing tale. Twain explores 

the contrast between the innocence and rebelliousness of childhood. Students 

have the opportunity to experience an American classic which portrays relevant 

young adult themes studied in Language Arts class. The novel will be used to 

study important literary elements such as characterization, setting, plot structure, 

climax, and theme. The universality of the coming of age theme will also be 

explored. 

 
 

 

REGULAR and REPLACEMENT Language Arts 8 

 

(LA8 Students will be required to read one of the following titles) 

                               

(LA8 Replacement – Students will read only If You Come Softly) 

 

 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Monster.  Harper Tempest, 1999. 

 ISBN# 0-064-40731-4 

 

Sixteen year-old Steve Harmon is on trial for his participation in a convenience 

store robbery that results in the owner's death. Using a combination of personal 

journal entries and a movie screenplay, Meyers conveys Harmon's struggle 

between his wavering conscience and his role in that night's events. By hearing 

the sounds of prison life, seeing the evidence presented in the trial, and feeling 

the fear and confusion in the heart of the teenage boy, the reader becomes a 

member of the jury. Is Steve Harmon guilty or innocent?  This book presents the 

opportunity for team-building to foster character development. 

 

 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Slam!  Scholastic, 1996. 

 ISBN# 0-590-48668-3 

 

Greg “Slam” Harris is an ace on the basketball court with dreams of playing in 

the NBA. The problem Slam has is that he can’t seem to figure out how to 

transfer that level of competence on the court to the other areas of his life 

including school and relationships. Slam is quick to fly off the handle at his 

teachers and his coach, jeopardizing his future and his standing on the  
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Grade 8 Cont. 

 

basketball court. He experiences difficulties in his relationship with his girlfriend 

Mtisha, and his best friend, Ice, who has gotten himself into trouble. With some 

advice and guidance from the team's assistant coach, perhaps Slam will become 

a winner in all areas of his life.  

 

 

Woodson, Jacqueline.  If You Come Softly.  Penguin, 1998. 

 ISBN# 0-698-11862-6 

 

Two teenagers bump into each other in their unfamiliar, new high school. Both 

Ellie and Jeremiah dream about seeing each other again, and by chance, Jeremiah 

is transferred into one of Ellie’s classes. While their love continues to grow, this 

interracial couple’s relationship later faces opposition from family, society, and 

friends. Will they ever be accepted?  
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Grade 8 

 

Social Studies Pre-Honors 

 

 

 

 

 

Cushman, Karen.  Catherine, Called Birdy.  Turtleback, 1995.   

ISBN# 0-785-76149-7 

 

 

Catherine, Called Birdy by Karen Cushman is a vivid firsthand account of everyday 

life on a medieval English manor during the 13
th

 century.  Through her diary 

entries, the fourteen-year-old Catherine describes the importance of family, 

religion, health, entertainment, and marriage during the Middle Ages.  As 

Catherine attempts to avoid a string of unwanted suitors, she presents us with a 

rich history of European feudalism and all its societal trappings.  Catherine, Called 

Birdy provides an in depth look at medieval feudal society and compliments our 

secondary text and resources.  Catherine’s commentary constitutes an age 

appropriate perspective for Middle School students on a plethora of subjects 

concerning the Middle Ages.  The overarching plot of arranged social marriage 

gives students an accurate depiction of gender roles and inequalities during this 

time period while the ongoing activities of the English manor house brilliantly 

showcase the effusiveness of Europe’s cultural history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


